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Introduction   

 
  

Art has a significant and valuable role to play in the overall ethos of this school. The purpose of studying art follows the purpose outlined in the 

National Curriculum:  

  

“Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and 

challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As 
pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how 

art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.”  

 -  National Curriculum  

 

 

Intent 

We offer a structure and sequence of lessons to help teachers ensure they have covered the skills required to meet the aims of the national 

curriculum. The intent is to ensure all pupils produce creative, imaginative work. Children have the opportunity to explore their ideas and record 

their experiences, as well as exploring the work of others and evaluate different creative ideas. Children will become confident and proficient 

in a variety of techniques including drawing, painting, sculpting, as well as other selected craft skills, e.g., collage, printing, weaving and 

patterns. Children will also develop their knowledge of famous artists, designers and craft makers. Children will also develop their interest and 

curiosity about art and design through a series of lessons offering skills progression, knowledge progression and offering children the 

opportunity to ask questions and demonstrate their skills in a variety of ways. The lessons will offer the chance for children to develop their 

emotional expression through art to further enhance their personal, social and emotional development.  

 

 

Implementation 

The long-term plan supports teachers and adults leading art in developing confidence that progression of skills and knowledge. While each year 

group focuses on different themes to ensure continued interest in the subject, the focus skill allows clear progression of skills to be evidenced. 

Medium term plans evidence how each year group develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, 

experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. Children should also know how art and design both 

reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.  

 



                

 

Impact 

Art and design learning is loved by teachers and pupils across school. Teachers have higher expectations and more quality evidence can be 

presented in a variety of ways. All children use technical vocabulary accurately and pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified. Children improve their enquiry skills and inquisitiveness about the world around them, and their impact 

through art and design on the world. Children will become more confident in analysing their work and giving their opinion on their own and 

other works of art. Children show competences in improving their resilience and perseverance by continually evaluating and improving their 

work. All children in school can speak confidently about their art and design work and their skills. 

 

 

EYFS 

Expressive Arts and Design  
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of 
what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate 
through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating 
what they hear, respond to and observe. 
 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all 
cases; - Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; - Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.  
 

ELG: Creating with Materials  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function; - Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  
 

ELG: The Natural World  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of 
animals and plants;  
 

 

 

 



                

 

 

 

The grid below outlines the progression of skills from KS1 to UKS2 

 



                

 

 

 

 

 
  



                

 

  

  

 

 
  

 



                

  

  

 
 

 

 

 



                

Teachers of art will plan a range of activities in art which provide opportunities for pupils to:  

  

• record responses, including observations;  

  

• copy from examples to learn more about a concept or technique;  

  

• sketch from observations of still life and forms;  

  

• gather resources and materials, using them to stimulate and develop ideas;  

  

• review and modify their work as it progresses;  

  

• develop knowledge and understanding of the work of artists and designers and architects, and taught how to apply knowledge of their 

technique to their own work;  

  

• respond to and evaluate art and craft including their own and others’ work;  

  

• realise their ideas and sustain a level of working from start to the completion of a project or a piece of work.  

  

  

 

Differentiation  

Teaching in art should address the fact that all children will develop their ability to make images and to learn and apply knowledge at different 

rates.  Differentiation is therefore a key issue and will be open ended and planned differentiation will be by the outcome and by tasks set 

according to ability.  Individual children will be supported by relevant questions from the teacher.  These interventions from the teacher to 

individuals will increase their thinking, extend the range of options that may be considered and raise individual standards.  There will also be 

times when the individual needs are met through differentiated tasks.    

  

  

 

 

 



                

Sketchbooks  

Every KS2 pupil has an individual sketchbook which are the primary record of an individual child's efforts and work in art. They will be used as 
evidence for assessment and reporting purposes, as well as monitoring of the teaching of the subject. In KS1 a class sketchbook is used for the 

same purpose. 

  

Teachers should ensure that the objective of the lesson is clear to all pupils and recorded in their sketchbooks with work recorded beneath. The 

date should also be recorded on each used page of the sketchbook.  

  

 

Trips and Visits  

To develop pupils’ understanding and appreciation of art, outcomes of these trips are typically best achieved by visiting national galleries and 

attending an accompanying workshop. The long-term plan includes visiting Yorkshire Sculpture Park, The Barbara Hepworth art gallery and 

sculpture workshop. We also have professionals delivering on site teaching e.g., Chicken wired sculpture workshop. We are able to add an 
additional enrichment opportunity where all classes visit our on-site Enterprise suite once every half term. 

   

  

 

 

 

 

Roles and responsibilities of the subject leader  

 

  

• to support and guide the practice of teachers and support staff;  

• to ensure coverage, continuity and progression in planning;  

• to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of art teaching and learning;  

• to update documentation where necessary;  

• to produce action plans for the School Development Plan, prepare bids and manage the Art budget effectively;   to liaise and consult with 

outside agencies where appropriate;  

• to prepare and lead INSET;  

• to attend relevant INSET training, or arrange for teachers to attend; and to report to the Curriculum Committee on developments in the 

subject  



                

  

  

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion   

 

  

Art plays an important part in the life of our school. Children are able to enjoy and achieve. It must be available to every child and all children 

should take part in creative activities.  

  

Activities both within and outside the classroom are planned in a way that encourages full and active participation by all children, matched to 
their knowledge, understanding and previous experience.  

  

Children should have equal opportunities to develop their understanding and enjoyment of art.   

  

Pupils should be taught about a diverse range of artists.  

  

Teachers must ensure that the curriculum is appropriate for the needs of the children.  

  

Assessment, Recording and Reporting   

 

  

The teacher of art should note individual pupil’s progress to provide guidance for future teaching and learning and for reporting at the end of 

the school year.  The medium-term curriculum plans will form in art an aspect of the record of art taught.   

  

Coherence of assessment across the school is supported by discussion and consultation between staff, guided by the Art Leader and specialist 

staff.  

  

Gathering evidence of pupil attainment is an integral part of assessment, which is built into the schemes of work.  Teachers can obtain evidence 

by direct observation of children at work, questioning pupils or listening to their conversations, and by assessing their sketches and finished 
pieces. Assessments are recorded on the school assessment tool, Arbor. 

  

The art leader monitors teaching and progress in art by:  

• informal discussions with teachers, TAs and children;  



                

• an annual resource audit;  

• assessing work and progress; and observing lessons.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Resources   

 
  

Art resources should be kept and well-organised in the art and D&T areas. When the resources are in the classroom pupils are expected to take 
an increasing level of responsibility for that organizing and respecting the resources.     

  

The class teacher is primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the children during the lesson by instructing them in the safe and appropriate 
use of any equipment. The class teacher is responsible for the general care of the equipment during the lesson by instructing the children in the 
correct use of the equipment and by replacing them safely after use.  Teachers should report damage to equipment to the art leader as soon as 
possible.  
  

  

Review  

 

  

This policy is monitored through:  

  

• Regular scrutiny of children’s work  

• Regular monitoring and evaluation of planning  

• Evaluation and analysis of assessment evidence  

• Lesson observations to monitor the quality of teaching and implementation of planning  

• Pupil interviews and questionnaires  

  



                

This policy is reviewed by staff and governors every three years.  Parents are most welcome to request copies of this document and comments 

are invited from anyone involved in the life of the school.  
  


